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we, who are petitioners and mediators between him and our most excellent son the Exarch, should find ourselves deceived in any respect through a secret withdrawal of any of the clauses of the treaty, and so our guarantee should be called in question and he should at some future time have an excuse for refusing our petition. Therefore we beg of you, as we have also begged of our most excellent son, to arrange that, before Agilulf s men return from Arichis, the king may speedily send them letters to be handed on to us, in which he shall command them not to ask us to subscribe. But if it serves equally well, we will cause our brother Gloriosus,1 or one of the bishops, or at any rate an archdeacon, to sign the compact."
In spite of these difficulties, however, the treaty was at length signed.    The two treacherous dukes were persuaded or coerced to set their hands to the agreement, and the Pope's signature, not  being of any vital importance, was probably dispensed with..    And thus Gregory at last had the joy of seeing the fruit of his long and painful labours.    His letters of thanks to Agilulf and Theudelincla express his delight that there would be no more shedding of the "blood of the miserable peasants whose labour is profitable to us all," and his earnest hope that the terms agreed upon would be honourably respected by both sides.   He was somewhat apprehensive, however, of the turbulence of the Lombard dukes.    " We beg you to write," he said to Agilulf,2 "whenever you have an opportunity, and command your dukes in the different districts, and especially in this neighbourhood, to observe unconditionally the articles of peace, and not to seek occasions for stirring up strife and ill feeling."     The queen Theudelinda he cordially congratulated on all that she had done, and prayed her to use her influence to  encourage  the  friendship between her husband and the Empire.    " Saluting you with fatherly affection, we exhort you to use your influence to persuade your most excellent consort not to reject the alliance of the Christian Kepublic.   For you are doubtless  aware   that friendship with   us would  be  of advantage to him in many ways.    Do you, therefore, as your
1  If Gloriosus is here a proper name, it doubtless refers to Gloriosus bishop of Ostia (ix. 4=5).   But the word may be an adjective, in which case the Patrician Palatinus (called " gloriosus frater " in Epp. xi. 4) is probably meant.
2  Epp. ix. 66.